the publication of that review. These things cannot fail to do immense good both to the public and the profession.
It has always struck me that this important duty is carried on in a very diversified way in the Presidency of Bengal, and taken uo notice whatever of; but I see now that there is a good prospect of these defects being removed, and of a uniform plan of conducting and recording medico-legal inquiries being sooner or later adopted.
It has always astonished me to hear that medical men can so easily rid themselves of the responsibility of examining decomposed bodies by using the simple formula of " too far advanced in decomposition," and I cannot understand how people can conscientiously do so in most eases. Every case that is sent for examination will, I am sure, if carefully examined, add something to the present state of our knowledge.
But, as I have already remarked, the practice of recording medico-legal reports hitherto adopted is not calculated to add much to our information, and in stations where there is a civil surgeon, assistant surgeons have not much opportunity of gaining experience in medico-legal practice, and, when they do obtain the opportunity, 
